
          

 

Dear ECHS@MC Student and Parent: 

In Midland ISD students enrolled in Pre-AP English courses are required to complete 

a summer reading assignment in order to prepare them for the rigorous curriculum of 

a Pre-AP course. A summer reading program not only will allow students to maintain 

critical reading skills and improve independent learning, but it will also build the 

framework for learning throughout the year. 

You have chosen to participate in the Pre-AP English II program as an ECHS 

sophomore for the 2016-2017 school year. For the summer of 2016, students going 

into Pre-AP English II at ECHS@MC will read the following title: 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

ECHS@MC has purchased these books and will check one out to you for the 

summer. You must bring the book to school with you on the first day of school.  We 

will begin the school year with this novel, so it is imperative that you do the work 

before school begins.  

Due Date: The dialectical journal assignment will be due the first day of school. 

Thank you for your cooperation and support. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Pre-AP English II 
Early College High School@Midland College 
 

 

 

 

 



Example journal entry for The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 

 

 

Passage from Novel Student Response/Question 

 

“-they carried like freight trains; 

they carried it on their backs and 

shoulders-and for all the 

ambiguities of Vietnam, all the 

mysteries and unknowns, there was 

at least the single abiding certainty 

that they would never be at a loss 

for things to carry” (O’Brien 2). 

O’Brien chooses to end the first section of the novel with 

this sentence.  He provides excellent visual details of what 

each soldier in Vietnam would carry for day-to-day fighting.  

He makes you feel the physical weight of what soldiers 

have to carry for simple survival.  When you combine the 

emotional weight of loved ones at home, the fear of death, 

and the responsibility for the men you fight with, with this 

physical weight, you start to understand what soldiers in 

Vietnam dealt with every day. This quote sums up the 

confusion that the men felt about the reasons they were 

fighting the war, and how they clung to the only certainty - 

things they had to carry - in a confusing world where 

normal rules were suspended. 

 

You will complete one entry like you see above for each chapter in Lord of the Flies. 

 

How to set up an entry:  

 

  Chapter _____ 

Passage Responses 

Copy down a passage of text that you find 

meaningful or important.  (You are copying 

word for word so use quotation marks.) 

 

Page # 

 

 

1.  What did you think was important 

about this passage and why did you 

choose this part of the text? 

2. What is the purpose of the quote?  Did 

it reveal tone, mood, setting, 

characterization, theme, etc…? (Then 

tell what is revealed.) 

3. What are your closing thoughts about 

this quote? 

 


